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Accident on Duty Trip from CERN to LRL Berkeley – 10 January 1973 
Caused by Arnold Staude, then Employed by University of Aachen 

 

Request for Compensation from CERN as Unfair Employer  

 

The Trauma and Injury 

Since the driver had fallen asleep, the car fell 25 feet and I hit the dashboard with my head, while 

some security mechanism allowed the motor to hit my left shin which dislocated my left hip. The 

results of this shock at the top and bottom of my spine have left me in chronic pain ever since.  
 

At the time, when I began to get used to ‘pain management’ as a new preoccupation, a doctor 

said that my pain was psychological. Hence I participated in workshops by former physicist Ted 

Novey and ended up organising conferences on humanistic psychology.  
 

My Employment Conditions 

While CERN’s insurance company AUSTRIA reimbursed any costs incurred at 100%, I was 

looking to do meaningful and fulfilling work, while in pain and at times on crutches. Eventually I 

felt I should leave CERN and had assumed a disability pension would compensate for giving up 

my indefinite contract.  
 

However, CERN had found a doctor who claimed that I would not suffer in old age. Neither the 

Staff Association nor Personnel made any proposals defending my rights or interests.  
 

What should have happened 

Only with hindsight, after having analysed many stories of victims of the medical and legal 

profession in the UK, did I realise the correct procedure that CERN, as a fair employer, should 

have followed:  

1. Use AUSTRIA to pay a disability pension; 

2. Get it reimbursed from the insurance company of the driver who caused the accident. 
 

What did happen 

It did not occur to me to employ a lawyer, but wrote to CERN Legal Services a number of times 

where Dr Lorenz Stämpfli came up with the excuse I should have complained within 10 years.  
 

Thanks to the web, I discovered that Dr Stämpfli sat on the board of an insurance company. 

Having retired from CERN, he is operating as an independent consultant.  
 

Since I am now walking with sticks, this is therefore my first request for compensation. It is 

especially relevant as I have been re-visiting mathematics through the eyes of a mature 

programmer with deep insights. The results are fundamentally innovative software methods that 

would benefit CERN greatly. While I am talking to SAMSUNG and IBM, I am also participating 

in the meeting of the ENLIGHT collaboration, as my prototype demonstrates the numerical 

comparability of medical images, thanks to new mathematical spaces and transformations.  
 

Attempts of collaborating with CERN thanks to UKTI sponsorship in 2006 failed. More recently, 

EU funding for PROVISION did not succeed. Hence it is hoped that private compensation can be 

used to bring software to light that replaces uncertainties and probabilities with ‘pixel accuracy’.  
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